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"I den't know, aunt.” E%iﬁﬂ)iiﬁ E’

bending down and "Well. I know. It's jam—that's what it 15, Forty times I've said it you ‘7 I) ‘yaa-éa
she needed breath to didn't let that jam alone I'd skin vou. Hand me that switch.™
1g but the cat.

LEYDEIAHFET

The switch hovered in the air—the peril was desperate—

*My! Look behind vou, aunt!™
poked out among the

uted the garden. Mo The old lady whirled round, and snatched her skirts our of danger. The

lated for distance and lad fled on the mstant, scrambled wp the high board-fence, and
dizappeared over it
His aunt Polly stood surprised a moment, and then hroke into a gentle
laugh.

d just in time to seize

est his flight. “Hang the boy, can't [ never learn anything? Ain't he played me ricks
enough like that for me to be looking out for him by this time? But old

t you heen doing in tools is the biggest fools there is. Can't learn an old dog new tricks, as

the saying is. But my goodness, he never plays them alike, two days,
and hew is a body to know what's coming? He "pears to know just how
long he can torment me befors I get my dander up. and he knows if he
can make out to put me off for a minute or make me laugh, it's all
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"T don't knorw, aunt.” .
bending down and "Well, T know. If's jam—that's what 1t 1s. Forty times Tve said if you — - =
he peaded kreath to didn't let that jam alone ['d skin vou. Hand me that switch." —_t -GL'& U E-HAJT: LJ -
g but the cat, . —_—
The switch hovered in the air—the peril was desperate— g‘l‘ l—'t- U j- %v)"— &:b -Eré-
"My! Look behind you, aunt!™ iﬂ-’ o
oked out among the d
med the garden. No The old lady whirled round, and snaiched her skirts out of danger. The
ated for distance and lad fled on the instant, scrambled wp the high board-fence, and
disappeared over it
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not fiercely. but still lond enough for the fumiture
to hear:

been doing in there ™

"Nothing."
"Well, 1 lay ot | get bold of vou I'll—" L

“Nothang! Look ar your hands. And look at your
She did not finish. for by this tume she was bending mouth. What IS that truck™
down and punching uader the bed with the broom.
apd 50 she needed breath w puncruate the punches

with. She resurrected nothing but the cal.

"1 don't know, aunt®

"Well. 1 know. It's jam—that's what it is. Forty
“imes P've said il you didn't ler that jam alone TI'd

*1 never did see the beat of that boy!™
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THROUGH them for so small a thing as
a boy; they were her state pair, the pride
of her heart, and were built for "style,"
not service—she could have seen
through a pair of stove-lids just as well.
She looked perplexed for a moment, and
then said, not fiercely, but stll lowd
enongh for the fuminire to hear:

"“Well, | lay 1if I get hold of you I'l—"

She did not finish, for by this time she
was bending down and punching ander
the bed with the broom, and so she
needad breath to punctuate the punches

with. She n:sungr:d |1n1hiEF bur the cat.
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"Yeo-n-u TOM!"

There was a slight noize behind her and
she wmed just in time o seize a small
boy bv the slack of his roundabout and
arrest his flight.

"There! | might 'a® thought of that closer.
What you been doing in there?™

"Nothing."

"Mothing! Look at vour hands. And look
at your mouth. What 15 that truck™"

"T don't know, aunt."
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and then broke nto a gentle laugh.

"Hang the bov, can't I never leam anything?
Ain't he played me tricks enough like that
tor me 1o be Llooking out for hun by thus
time?! But old fools is the biggest fools
there is. Can't learn an old dog new tricks,
as the saying 15, But my goodness. he never
plays them alike, two days, and how is g
body 1o know what's coming”? He "pears (o
konow just how long he can torment me
before T get my dander np, and he knows if
he can make out to put me off for a minute
or make me langh, i's all down again and |
can'r hit kim 2 lick. T ain't doing my duty by
that boy, and that's the Lords truth,
goodness knows, Spare the rod and spile

T TTTE XTI TITY CH TTERT T TSt DTeeRs . WeT=a—
well, man that is born of woman is of few
days and full of wouble, as the Seripoure
says, and | reckon it's =0, He'll play hookey
this evening/f/, and T'l just be obleeged io
make him work, to-morrow, to punish him.
It's mighty hard to make him weork
Samrdays, when all the boye iz having
holiday, bt he hates work more than he
hates anything else, and I've GOT 1o do
some of my duty by him, or I'll be the
ruination of the child."

Tom did play hookey, and he had a very
good time. He got back home barely in
season to help Jim. the small colored boy,
saw next-day's wood and split the kindlings
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